
T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f
C h a r t e r e d  C e r t i f i e d
Accountants (ACCA)
p u b l i s h e d  t h e  J u n e
2026 exam pass rates,
with 119,662 students
entering the session and
4,690 candidates moving
to affiliate status. 

US CMA is gaining strong

recognition in India,

especially among multi-

-national companies and

over 1700+ global capa-

-bility centres (GCCs). 

ICSI, the apex body governing the company
seceretary profession, has been proactive

in responding to this growing need

India needs 1 Lakh Company
Secretaries by 2030

4.85 Lakh active chartered accountants in India: Is the Profession facing oversupply in 2026? 

ACCA NEWS

ACCA Redefined: The Biggest
Redesign in  Years Lands in 2027

US CMA NEWS

US CMA Certification: A complete
guide for Indian students and

professionals

With finance roles becoming more global, companies increasingly want

professionals who can combine financial expertise with strategic insight. The US

CMA (Certified Management Accountant) is one of the most sought-after

certifications worldwide and it’s gaining recognition in India, especially among

multinational corporations 

With US CMA certification gaining recognition in India,
it offers professionals a chance to excel in management

accounting & strategic financial management. 
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Fewer exams, a new “Expertise” level, employability modules and a 
brand-new Data Science  option - here is what changes, and why 
starting now still wins. The Association of Chartered Certified 
Accountants (ACCA) has confirmed the most significant redesign of 
its qualification in  years, with the first exams under the new 
structure beginning in 2027. The core promise is unchanged - a 
globally respected  accountancy qualification  but the journey is 
being modernised around technology, data analytics and 
sustainability. What is changing▸The qualification is reorganised 
into three levels - Knowledge, Expertise and Strategic Professional 
with a Foundations route for those who do not yet meet the entry 
criteria.▸The familiar “Applied Skills” level is renamed the Expertise 
level. ▸Total exams reduce from 13 to 11. ▸A new numbering 
system (K1–K3, E1–E5, S1–S2 plus one Option) signals the 
recommended study order.▸New Essential Employability Modules 
(EEMs) covering AI, technology, ethics, sustainability and 
entrepreneurship are built into every level. ▸Students unlock 
respected awards along the way: Diploma, Higher Diploma and 
Advanced Diploma in Accounting and Business.  

Centers (GCCs). In an email                                                
 interview with HT Digital, US CPA

and CA Kamal Chhabra, Founder and

CEO at KC GlobEd, answers key

questions that Indian students and

professionals often have about the

US CMA certification and its career

prospects.

4.85

4.85

2026

ICAI Former President Charanjot Singh Nanda had stated earlier this year that India would require 50 lakh new chartered accountants by 2050 to
support the country’s expanding economy
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CAREER ROADMAP TO ACCA
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Two Smart Starts: Your ACCA Roadmap
After Class 10 & After Class 12
You don’t have to wait for graduation. Here’s how school students can get a genuine head
start on a global finance qualification.

ACCA is one of the few global finance qualifications you can begin while you are still in school. The

exact route depends on where you are starting from and both paths lead to the same destination:

full ACCA membership.	Why	start	early? ACCA is recognised in more than 180 countries, so a school-stage

start can put you close to a globally respected qualification before many of your peers even finish

graduation. You build exam confidence, workplace-ready skills and a serious head start on your CV

 all while your studies are still fresh and your schedule is flexible. After	 Class	 10  via the FIA route

Students who have completed Class 10 do not yet meet ACCA’s direct-entry criteria, so they begin

through the Foundations in Accountancy (FIA) route, which has no minimum entry requirement.

1.  Start the three FIA papers alongside Class 11–12: FBT (Business & Technology), FMA (Management

Accounting) and FFA (Financial Accounting). 2.  Clear these three ? earn the Diploma in Accounting and

Business and transfer onto the ACCA Qualification. 3.  Progress to the Skill level papers, then the Strategic

Professional level. 4.  Complete the ethics module and 36 months of practical experience ? become an

ACCA Member. After	Class	12  two options Students who clear 10+2 with strong marks in Accounts or

Mathematics and English can register directly at ACCA’s entry level. Those who don’t meet the criteria

or who simply want a running start  use the FIA route below. From Class 12, there are two smart

ways to move quickly:
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CAREER ROADMAP TO US CMA
Graduation Register

with IMA 
CMA

Part 1
CMA

Part 2
2 Years

Relevant Work
Experience 

Become a
US CMA

(USA)
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Any Stream USA Financial
Planning,
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Strategic
Financial

Management

Before or
within 7 years

of passing
both exams

Global
Management
Accountant

CMA USA After
Class 12: Student
Route vs
Professional
Route
The same global credential, two ways to
register  plus major savings when you
enrol through an IMA-approved course
provider.

The US Certified Management Accountant (CMA),

from the Institute of Management Accountants

(IMA), is a globally recognised credential in

management accounting and finance. It has just two

exam parts  Part 1 (Financial  Planning,

Performance & Analytics) and Part 2 (Strategic

Financial Management)  and you can start right

after Class 12. Why CMA USA? It is built for high

demand roles such as FP&A analyst, finance

manager and cost controller, and pairs naturally

with a B.Com, BBA or MBA. The IMA reports that

certified CMAs typically earn a premium over non-

certified peers worldwide one of the best-value

global credentials a commerce student can begin

early.

How the exam works: each part is a four-hour

computer-based exam  100 multiple-choice

questions plus two essay scenarios  at a Prometric

centre. You can attempt the parts in any order

across three windows a year, with a three-year

window to clear both. Most students who start early

finish comfortably alongside their degree.
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nahata acad.

Nahata Acad.

15000+
CA/CS Given to the NATION

75%
Success Ratio

500+
Rank Holders

35+
Years of Excellence
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iPhone Users: Download
the MyInstitute
app and  use
Organisation Code:
iwhbsm

Download the App for FREE Study Resources,
Practice & Career Guidance.

Address: C-10, Poddar Palaza, New Siyaganj Pathar Godam Road, Indore (M.P.) Contact Us: +91 79701 79701

Android Users: Download
the NPA app.
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